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The Biſhop of Peterborough's 


S ER M ON 


- 
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Before the Right Honourable the 


* — Mgr = 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


* 


y of February, 1747 


th Da 


The 17 


Die Jovis 180 Februarii, 1747 


O RD ERE D by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are here- 
by given to the Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, 
for the Sermon by him preached before this 
Houſe Yeſterday in the Abby Church of West- 
minſter ; and he is hereby deſired to cauſe the | 
ſame to be printed and publiſhed, 


ASHLEY CowPER, 
Cler. Parliamentor. 


A 


S ERM O N 


Preached before the Right Honourable the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
- IN THE 


Abby Church at Weſtminſter, 


On Wedneſday the 17h Day of February, 1747. 
BEING 


The Day appointed for a Solemn Faſt, to 
implore a Bleſſing from Almighty God on 
His Majeſty's Arms, 


By JO 2 ord 2 of PETERBOROUGH, 


— 


— — _ — 


L ON D O N: 


Printed for W. INNYS in Pater - Noſter-Rou. 
| M DCCXLV1I, 
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JONAH I. Part of theby* Verſe. F 


Come, and let us caſt lots, that we may 
| know for whoſe cauſe this evil is upon 


ws, 


1 


againſt that great and populous City, becauſe 
their wickedneſs was come up before the Lord. 


TnE Prophet, inſtead of obeying the Divine 


Command, roſe up, as he oſcar informs us at 
the third Verſe, to flee unto Tarſhiſh, in hopes of 


avoiding the diſagreeable Office, which was en- 
join'd him. 


In this manner, for Reaſons which diſcover 


themſelves to us at the Beginning of the fourth 
Chapter; but which are ſo far from excuſing, 


that they greatly aggravate his Diſobedience, did: 


the Prophet act. 


A 3 Bur 


N the firſt and ſecond Verſes of this Chapter 
we read, that Jonah was ſent by God to 
Nineveh, to denounce the Divine Judgments 


6 


Nahum i. 
ſtructs us, has his Way in the Storm, choſe this 


3. 


one would have thought, ſhould have kept 1 
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Bur God, who, as the Prophet Nabum in- 


Manner of awakening Jonah to a Senſe of his Duty: 
For he ſent out a griat'Windintothi Sar, und there 
Was a mighty Tempeſt in the Sea, ſo that the Ship was 
ike to be broken : How vain was his Attempt of en- 
— to flec from the ahh cer 4 the Lord. . 


7\ 


IN this Diſtreſs the Marinirs. we * tried 


every one unto his God, and took the proper Precau- 


tions for their Safety; whilſt Jonah, whoſe Guilt, 


waking,” was gone down" into the: _e ef the Sh 


and was faſt aſleep. r þ - 


Uro this we find the 8 Maſter expreſſing 
a very juſt Surprize, and Indignation at the Pro- 
phet's careleſs and inſenſible Behaviour; Mat 
meaneft thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe, call upon thy 
God, give us the Aſſiſtance of thy Prayers, / %% be 
that God will think upon us, that we periſh not: 
And they ſaid every one to his Fellow, Come, and let 


us caſt Lots, that we may — of whoſe Cauſe 


This Evil i is upon uus. 


TREIR Manner of Reaſoning upon this ex- 
traordinary Occurrence was very juſt and natural: 
It ſhews, that where there are any Sparks of Rea- 


fon, there will be a Senſe of Guilt, and a Fear of 
| the 
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the Conſequences of it; and that the natural Turn 
of the human Mind is to acquit Providence from 
any Want of Care over us, and to ſeek for the 
Cauſe of what we ſuffer in our own Demerit. And 
though theſe Mariners were Heathens, as we find 
by their calling every one upon his God, yet the 
Reflection which they made upon the Calamity 
that had befallen them, would be highly proper, 


and becoming in a Chriſtian, If they, in their 
Diſtreſs, thus called upon their falſe Gods, in whom 


was no help; how inexcuſable muſt the Worſhip- 
pers of the true God appear, if they, in the Time 
of Trouble, neglect to apply to Him, who is mighty 
to ſave. 


I T is an Opinion with ſome, that what we call the 


Judgments of God, ſhould be rather accounted for 


in a natural Way; that there is neither Occaſion, 


nor Room for any extraordinary Interpoſitions of 
Providence; and that ſuch Interpoſitions would 
imply a Defect and Changeableneſs in the Divine 


Wiſdom: Theſe Men conſider the Courſe of this 


World, as ſet a going once for all, and that all its 


Movements are as determined and neceſſary, as 


thoſe of a Clock, or any other Machine. Agreea- 
bly to this Scheme, they muſt conſider the ſupreme 


Being, as tied down to this Courſe, of Nature, and 


conſequently as unable to oſulpend, or alter it at his 
Pleaſure, 
BuT 
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Bur with what View can ſuch an Opinion be 
advanced? It is not ſurely propoſed, under the 
weak Notion of ſaving the Supreme Being the 
Trouble of concerning himſelf with this lower 
World. The Perfections of the Divine Nature, 
which are the Pretence for making the Suppaſition, 
will not admit of it: The Words Eaſy and Difficult, 
when apply'd to the Power of God, have no Senſe 
or Meaning at all; and if this World is left to itſelf 
in the Manner here contended for, it muſt, no 
doubt, proceed, rather from a Want of Inclina- 
tion than Power to interpoſe in the Direction and 
Government of it: But for this Pretence there is as 
little Foundation, as for the other; ſince it would 
evidently imply a Want of that Superintendence 
and Care, which the very Notion of God carries a- 
long with it; and fince it would as plainly deſtroy . 
one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful Arguments 
for our Love of, and Truſt in, Him. For if once 
we conſider ourſelves, as unintereſted in the 
Divine Perfections, they will loſe the Power of 
exciting and engaging our Attention. | 


Ox is this Opinion calculated to exclude God 
out of that World, which He has made? This is 
not only weak, but ungrateful ; and it is not eaſy 
to ſay, whether it is more remarkable for its Ab- 
ſurdity, or its Impiety. If God cannot ſuſpend, or 
alter the Courſe of Nature, neither could he have 


eſtabliſh'd 
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eſtabliſh'd it; and that it was not the Effect of 
Chance or Fatality, or any other ſuch blind, and 
irrational Cauſe, has been often prov'd to the Satiſ- 
faction of every ſerious, and unprejudic'd Enquirer. 


UNnLxss therefore it can be made appear, that 
God has precluded Himſelf, by ſome Declaration of 
His own, from ſuch an Interpoſition, the Conclu- 
fion that He does not, or will not interpoſe, is ar- 
bitrary and unwarrantable. 


Some of the Divine Judgments, and thoſe of 
the moſt awakening Nature, conſiſt in altering, or 
inverting the regular, and common Courſe of 
Things: Plague, Peſtilence, and Famine are by 
no means Parts of the Original Plan, but have 
been the Offspring of thoſe Sins, which they are 
ſent to puniſh : There was a Time, when theſe 
Calamities were unknown ; but Sin has thrown us 


into Confuſion, and the natural, as well as moral 
World feels the Effects of it. 


Tux Divine Wiſdom has, in many Inſtances, 
directed this Suſpenſion or Alteration, and may, no 
doubt, in many more: And what Weight is there 
in the Suggeſtion that God is changeable, and in- 


conſtant ; when He always acts up to the Dictates 


of his own comprehenſive, unerring Knowledge, 
and varies his Meaſures, as the Exigencies, attend- 
ing his moral Government of the World, require. 


B To 
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To be thus changeable, is the Perfection of Wiſ- 
dom, and muſt convince us of the Happineſs and 
Security of being under his Inſpection and Care, 
who can viſit us with his Mercies, or his Judg- 
ments, as our real Wants, and his real Compaſſion, 
ſhall direct. Theſe Suſpenſions, or Alterations do 
not imply any Defect in the Workmanſhip, or In- 
conſtancy in the great Artificer : They rather tend 
to diſplay the Perfection of this preſent Syſtem, 
when we ſee, and feel the Inconveniencies and 
Dangers, which aride ſrom theſe Interruptions or 
Changes; and they likewiſe magnify that wiſe In- 
dulgence, which thus adapts its Applications to our 
Neceſſities, and makes the natural World, in ſuch 


a Variety of 8 ſubſervient to the Intereſts 
of the moral. 


Bor if Men reſolve theſe extraordinary Occur- 
rences, and Interpoſitions of Providence into the 
ordinary, and ſettled Courſe of Things, the In- 
ſtruction, and Warning which they are intended 
to convey, will certainly loſe all their Force. 


For what is it, that chiefly affects the Mind 
upon theſe Occaſions, and gives it a ſerious, and 
religious Turn? An Apprehenſion, no doubt, of 
the Divine Diſpleaſure, exerting itſelf after this ex- 
traordinary Manner for our Admonition, and 
Puniſhment: But if what thus happens, is con- 

ſider'd 
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fider'd only as a natural Event, and agreeable to 
the ſettled Courſe of Things, it will not be re- 
ceived as any particular Mark, or Inſtance of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure. And what then will be the 
Conſequence of this Opinion, and of what Uſe 
or Benefit can it be to Mankind? Under the 
Pretence of reſcuing them from ſuperſtitious, and 
ill grounded Fears, it deſtroys all the falutary 


Effects of theſe Judgments, and leaves them no- 
thing, but the Judgments themſelves. 


THERE is one Way, and but one, of turning 
theſe Judgments eventually into Bleflings, and 
that is, when they lead us to Repentance and 
Reformation: Wiſe and good Men find the 
Comfort, and Advantage of ſeeing, and conſider- 
ing them in this Light: Whereas when we ſuffer 
them, without their being able to work in us 
theſe Effects, they are Judgments indeed. 


LET us try the Opinion, which I have been 
confuting, with a View to that particular Event, 
which gave Occaſion to the Words of my Text: 
If this Storm had ariſen in the natural, and or- 
dinary Courſe of Things, it is reaſonable to con- 
clude, that the throwing Jonah into the Sea 
would not have allay'd it: Nay, farther, if the 
Prophet had not known, that this was a Provi- 
dential Interpoſition, calculated to anſwer a par- 


ticular Purpoſe, namely, his own Puniſhment, it 


2 is 
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is not to be conceiv'd, that he would have di- 


rected the Mariners to this Method of appeaſing 


it: But we read that as ſoon as Jonab was caſt 
forth into the Sea, the Sea ceaſed from her ra- 
ging: As ſoon as the Mariners got rid of their 
guilty Paſſenger, the Danger was over. 'This 
Jonab had told them would be the Caſe, as we 
read at the Twelfth Verſe; He ſaid unto them, 
Take me up, and caſt me forth into the Sea, jo 


ſhall the Sea be calm unto you; for I know that for 


my Sake, this great Tempeſt is upon you. And. we 
find in the Sequel of this Relation, that every 
Thing anſwered, and that the Mariners were fo 
ſenſible of the Interpoſition, and Power of the God 
of Jonab, that they fear d the Lord exceedingly 
and offered a Sacrifice unto the Lord, and made 
Vows. Admitting then the Truth of this Re- 
lation, it contains a dire& Proof of the Point 


which I am fupporting; that the Courſe of Na- 


ture is not ſo fixed and certain, as to exclude any 
extraordinary Interpoſitions, or Interruptions, 
when the Wiſdom of God, and the Ends of his 
moral Government ſhall call for them, 


AND when we confider in what a difadvan- 
tageous Light the Prophet appears throughout this 


Prophecy, in his Diſobedience to the Divine Com- 


mand, in his impatient and peeyiſh Behaviour ; 
and in the Repinings, and even Anger, which he 
expreſſed againſt the Divine Goodneſs and Com- 

paſſion 
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paſſion in ſparing Nineveb; there cannot be even 
the Shadow of a Pretence for doubting the Reality 
of what is here recorded. It is an Argument of 
the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth, that the Prophet is 
thus ſevere upon his own Character ; and therefore 
if we conſider him only in the ame View, in 
which we conſider any other Writer of Facts, we 
ſhall diſcover ſach abundant Evidence of his Sin- 
cerity, as leaves no room for any juſt Suſpicion, 
any reaſonable Exception. 


GREAT Advantage has been taken of this Open- 
neſs and Ingenuity, and the Prophet has met with 
the moſt ungenerous Treatment ; but ſurely with 
as little Reaſon, as Decency, as will eaſily appear 
to the candid and unprejudiced Enquirer *, 


THERE can then be no well-grounded Doubt, 
but that the ſame Being who appointed the preſent 
Order and Courſe of Things, can ſuſpend or alter 

it, 

* CHARACTER, Lib. III. Page 119. 1723. The noble 
Author has attempted to expoſe this whole Hiſtory, by throwing it 
into ſo ludicrous a Light, that every ſerious Reader muſt be of- 
fended : But had he wrote with ſome ſhew of Decency, it appears 
to me to be quite deſtitute of that Benevolence and generous Affection, 
which this Writer recommends, to upbraid the Prophet with thoſe 
Frailties and Infirmities, which he has recorded of himſelf for the 
Benefit of others, and in order to do the greater Juſtice to the 
Divine Goodneſs and Compaſſion, 'The Liberties here taken with. 
the Character of God Almighty, as well as that of his Prophet, 
muſt convince us that this celebrated Author had his n Ri- 
dicule under no ſort of Command. 
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is not to be conceiv'd, that he would have di- 
tected the Mariners to this Method of appeaſing 
it: But we read that as ſoon as Jonab was cait 
forth into the Sea, the Sea ceaſed from her ra- 
ging: As ſoon as the Mariners got rid of their 
guilty Paſſenger, the Danger was over. This 
Jonah had told them would be the Caſe, as we 
read at the Twelfth Verſe; He ſaid unto them, 
Take me up, and caſt me forth into the Sea, ſo 


ſhall the Sea be calm unto you ; for I know that for 


my Sake, this great Tempeſt is upon you. And. we 
find in the Sequel of this Relation, that every 
Thing anſwered, and that the Mariners were fo 
ſenſible of the Interpoſition, and Power of the God 
of Jonab, that they fear d the Lord exceedingly 
and offered a Sacrifice unto the Lord, and made 
Vaws. Admitting then the Truth of this Re- 
lation, it contains a direct Proof of the Point 
which I am fupporting; that the Courſe of Na- 
ture is not ſo fixed and certain, as to exclude any 
extraordinary Interpoſitions, or Interruptions, 
when the Wiſdom of God, and the Ends of his 


moral Government ſhall call for them, 


Axp when we confider in what a difadvan- 
tageous Light the Prophet appears throughout this 


Prophecy, in his Diſobedience to the Divine Com- 


mand, in his impatient and peeviſn Behaviour; 
and in the Repinings, and even Anger, which he 
expreſſed againſt the Divine Goodneſs and Com- 

| paſſion 
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paſſion in ſparing Nineveb; there cannot be even 
the Shadow of a Pretence for doubting the Reality 
of what is here recorded. It is an Argument of 
the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth, that the Prophet is 
thus ſevere upon his own Character; and therefore 
if we conſider him only in the ame View, in 
which we conſider any other Writer of Facts, we 
hall diſcover ſach abundant Evidence of his Sin- 
cerity, as leaves no room for any juſt Suſpicion, 
any reaſonable Exception. 


GREAT Advantage has been taken of this Open- 
neſs and Ingenuity, and the Prophet has met with 
the moſt ungenerous Treatment; but ſurely with 
as little Reaſon, as Decency, as will eaſily appear 
to the candid and unprejudiced Enquirer *. 


Turk can then be no well-grounded Doubt, 
but that the ſame Being who appointed the preſent 
Order and Courſe of Things, can ſuſpend or alter 

it, 


0 8 Lib. III. Page 119. 1723. The noble 
Author has attempted to expoſe this whole Hiſtory, by throwing it 
into ſo ludicrous a Light, that every ſerious Reader muſt be of- 
fended : But had he wrote with ſome ſhew of Decency, it appears 
to me to be quite deſtitute of that Benevolence and generous Affection, 
which this Writer recommends, to upbraid the Prophet with thoſe 
Frailties and Infirmities, which he has recorded of himſelf for the 


Benefit of others, and in order to do the greater Juſtice to the 


Divine Goodneſs and Compaſſion. 'The Liberties here taken with. 
the Character of God Almighty, as well as that of his Prophet, 
muſt convince us that this celebrated Author had his favourite Ri- 
dicule under no ſort of Command, 


"ik 
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it, for wiſe Reaſons; either in order to give Support 
and Authority to the Meſſengers of his Will, or 
for the Correction and Puniſhment of wicked Men: 
He turneth rivers into a wilderneſs, and the water- 


Springs into a dry ground; a fruitful land into bar- 
rennefs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 


AND when God interpoſes in this extraordinary 
Manner, in order to make ſome ectual and laſting 
Impreſſions upon Mankind; it is a wrong, and 
perverſe Application of theſe Judgments, to treat 
them only, as ſo many common Events; not as 
the Effects of our own Sins, or the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure, but as what uf? have happened, inde- 
pendently of any of theſe Conſiderations. 


THe Judgments of God are deſigned to bring 
about our Reformation, not to gratify our Curio- 
ſity ; and therefore we make an improper, as well 
as dangerous Uſe of them, when we employ that 
Time, in reſolving them into natural Cauſes, 
which ſhould be employed in drawing out all that 
Inſtruction and Improvement, which are graciouſly 
intended. Theſe arrows of the Almighty never fly, 
much leſs wound, without a wiſe Direction; / 
fliction cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth 
trouble, of this nature eſpecially, ring out of the 
ground; and though man is born unto trouble, as 
ce ſparks fly upwards, it is his Wickedneſs 3 = 

uit 
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Guilt which have called for this Severity, and made 
it neceſſary. 


Ureon the whole then; Inſtead of reſolving the 
Judgments of God into the Courſe of Nature, and 
treating them as Events merely natural ; the wiſeſt, 
and ſafeſt Concluſion upon theſe Occaſions is un- 
doubtedly this, That the God of Nature is angry : 
He ſees his righteous Laws neglected and tranſ- 
greſſed, and He. chaſtiſes us for our Diſobedience 


and Ingratitude. 


Axp now to bring this Matter home to our- 
ſelves, with reſpect to the Evils which lately 
threatened, as well as thoſe that ſtill hang over us. 
Let us conſider with ourſelves, for whoſe cauſe they 
were, and are upon us; and how inſtrumental we 


ourſelves have been in bringing them upon this 


Nation. 


LT us conſider ſeriouſly with ourſelves, whe- 
ther our Negle& and Contempt of the Religion, 
which we profeſs, did not contribute greatly to 
bring it into its late Danger; whether it did not 


give: Encouragement to our Enemies to attempt its 
Subverſion ; and whether it did not ſo far diſpleaſe 
the Almighty, as for a Time to give us Reaſon to 


fear that we were deprived of his Protection. 


LET 
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LyT us conſider with ourſelves, whether that 
habitual Diſregard to publick Worſhip, which has 
for many Years been growing upon us, may not 
ſooner or later introduce the Loſs of thoſe happy 
Opportunities, which we have too wantonly thrown 
away; whether the Diſinclination and even Back- 


wardneſs that we betray in attending that decent, 


and reaſonable ſervice, which is performed in our 
religious Aſſemblies, may not by degrees make 
way for the Pageantry and Abſurdities of Popery. 


IT is a fingular Unhappineſs attending the pre- 
ſent State of human Nature, that we ſeldom know 
how to ſet a juſt Value upon the Bleſſings which 
we enjoy, till we are in Danger of loſing them: 
We then began to fear that Change, with which 
our own Provocations, and the Divine Diſpleaſure 
ſo plainly threatened us. We then clearly ſaw the 
wide Difference between the mild and merciful Ge- 


nius of Chriſtianity, as it is profeſſed among us, 


and the perſecuting, exterminating Spirit of that 
Religion, which longs to be uppermoſt, in order 
to lord it over the Conſciences of Men, and to 
oblige them either to be Hypoerites or Martyrs. 


IT is ſtrange that the continued Favour and Lo- 
ving-Kindneſs of God ſhould have ſo little Effect 
upon reaſonable Beings, and that they ſhould ſel- 
dom or never ſeek Him, till He -z:ges bis face 


from 
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From them: In order to make us duly ſenſible of 
the Bleſſing of profeſſing ſo pure a Religion, the 
uninterrupted Enjoyment of it is by no Means 
ſufficient ; this is ſo far from ſecuring our Grati- 
tude, that it plainly endangers it : We grow care- 
leſs, and ſleepy in this Calm, and it requires all the 
Noiſe and Danger of a Storm to awake us: Thus 
we may obſerve that even thoſe Proteſtants who 
ſeemed all along to have been unaffected with the 
reaſonable and admirable Manner, in which we 
worſhip the ſupreme Being, by being alarm'd with 
the Errors and Corruptions of Popery, were re- 
cover'd to a juſt Senſe of Things, and expreſ- 


ſed the ſtrongeſt Deſires to preſerve the Conti- 


nuance of a Bleſſing, which before they had over- 
looked. 


LET us conſider likewiſe ſeriouſly with ourſelves, 
whether the great Riſk which our Civil Liberty at 
that Time ran, did not, in a good meaſure, ariſe 
from our own Abuſe of it. The People of this 
Nation have for ſeveral Years been wild in their 
Notions upon Liberty, and it has been underſtood 
to give them an Exemption from Reſtraints of 
every kind: They ſeem to have enlarged their 
Ideas of Engliſb Liberty beyond what can ever 
belong to reaſonable Beings, or be reconciled 
with any true Principles even of a Free Govern- 
ment, 


Q WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS true Liberty is Confinement ; Con- 
finement to Truth, to Decency, to Virtue, to Re- 
ligion ; all the reſt, call it what you pleaſe, is being 
Slaves to our Paſſions ; and, in this juſt View, thoſe 
very Acts, which ſome Men exert in proof of 
their Liberty, deſtroy it. Our being Members of 
this Civil Community, does not cance], or releaſe 
us from, thoſe moral Obligations which belong to 
us, as reaſonable Beings. Our being Engliſbmen 


can give us no Title to be abuſive and ſcurrilous, 
profane, and blaſphemous: Our living under the 


Laws of any Community, be the Conſtitution of 
it ever ſo free, can never be ſuppoſed to ſet us 
above thoſe Laws: Be the Community ever ſo free, 
its Laws are abſolute, and, by being ſo, are the 
oreateſt Security of our Liberties, 


IT would probably be ſome Mortification to 
Libertines, to be told that they are the beſt Friends 
to arbitrary Power ; and yet there is Reaſon and 
good Senſe to ſupport the Charge : The Tranſition 
from one Extreme to another is more natural than 
is eaſily imagined : Profaneneſs is doing the Work 
of Superſtition ; and Superſtition will again bring 


us back to Profaneneſs: A wanton Abuſe of 


Civil Liberty weakens a free Government, and 
conſequently makes it an eaſier Prey to a deſpotic 
one, 
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Happ v is the Man, who has ſo juſt and true a 
Notion of Religious and Civil Liberty, as to avoid 
Exceſſes; who pays God a regular, and reaſonable 
Service, and who conducts himſelf as an uſeful, and 
peaceable Member of Society : The Happineſs, 
and indeed Safety of a Community depend 
greatly upon ſuch a Behaviour; for theſe are 
always diſturbd and endanger'd by the Un- 
ruly and Pragmatical, who are ever in Motion, 


and are perpetually making Excurſions from their 
Duty. 


LET us conſider farther, as this Solemnity di- 


rects, whether that Almighty Being, who maketh 
Wars to ceaſe, does not permit that juſt, and ne- 
ceſſary War, in which we are now engag'd, {till 
to rage, in order to humble and to prove us, and to 
convince us that in Him is our Strength ; and whe- 
ther theſe Conſiderations ſhould not effectually re- 
commend that Care and Watchfulneſs in all the 
different Relations we bear, which will certainly 
procure the Divine Favour, and render us a Peo- 
ple, whom the Lord will delight to bleſs. 


ONCE more; Let us reflect ſeriouſly with our- 
ſelves, whether that Exceſs, and Luxury, which 
has for many Years unhappily prevail'd among us, 
has not provok'd the Almighty to leſſen every Day 
the Inſtruments of our Senſuality ; whether that 
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AS ERM ON preached before the 


ſtubborn Infection among our Cattle, which the 
ſeveral Rules and Orders that have hitherto been 
iſſued out, have not been able to ſtop, is not de- 
ſign'd as a Chaſtiſement for our Abuſes and Intem- 
perance. 


LET us admire and revere the Wiſdom of God 
in this Method of His Diſcipline over us: Let it 
prove the happy Means of introducing that frugal 
Simplicity at our Tables, which is as elegant, as it 
is healthful; and let it, once for all, teach us, 
That Temperance, and Moderation, which are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary towards giving us the Poſſeſſion 
of ourſelves, and the Maſtery over our Paſſions. 
When ſo many of the Divine Judgments are in the 
Earth; when we are call'd upon by ſuch a Variety 
of Admonitions, how inexcuſable ſhall we be, if we 
do not learn Righteouſneſs ! 


BuT whatever our paſt Errors and Miſcarriages 
may have been, it is ſurely time to lay them ſe- 
riouſly to heart: They, who have hitherto been 
inſenſible of the Bleſſing of profeſſing ſo Pure a 
Religion, and taken little, or no Care to wall worthy 
of it, cannot be too ſoon convinced, that ſuch a 


Conduct can never bear the Scrutiny of that Being, 


indulgent as He is, who has brought us out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. If every trifling 
Converfation and Amuſement has been preferred to 
the Words of Eternal Life ; If the publick Wor- 
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ſhip of God has been neglected for the ſake of 


every little, mean Avocation, let us be wiſer for 
the future, and remember, that where our Treaſure, 


our True and Laſting Intereſt lies, there ſnould 


our Hearts be alſo. And if we have carried our 
Notions of Civil Liberty to an unreaſonable 
Height, and in conſequence of ſuch Notions, 
given unneceſſary Diſturbance to the Govern- 


ment that protects us, let us for the future 
think and act ſoberly, as we ought to think and 


act. 


IN ſhort, amidſt all our other Schemes, and 


Cares for the publick Peace and Safety, let us not 
forget this principal Point, to make God our 
Friend: To this End let us lament, and forſake 
thoſe Sins, which have drawn down theſe heavy 
Judgments upon us; and let us endeavour by the 
{till pleaſing Importunity of an unfeigned Humilia- 
tion, and true Repentance, to //ay his avenging 
Hand: In a word, let us beſeech him, for His 
Mercies Sake, that Mercy, which we have fo 
often abuſed ; but which, I truſt, is not yet wearied 


out, to corect us, but with fudgment, not in his 


Anger, leſt he brings us to nothing. 
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